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Abstract:   

Technical and methodological developments in archaeological science and other cognate disciplines, 

such as geo- and bioarchaeology, have brought new high-resolution datasets that may lead to 

fundamental changes in archaeological thinking and discourses on coastal hunter-gatherer societies. 

The pace of innovation also raises cross-disciplinary questions about the meaningful integration of 

theory, methods, and the validation of knowledge. Many archaeological narratives about coastal 

hunter-gatherer societies tend to stick by default to implicit economic, ecological, or evolutionary 

frameworks. Such embedded “default settings” project contemporary secularist, utilitarian, and 

capitalistic understandings of human behaviour onto the past, with ethical, ontological, and 

epistemological dimensions often left unaddressed. Do these “default settings” blind us to what it 

means to be a member of a maritime society and how people cosmologically, ritually, and symbolically 

relate to the sea? 

 

Anthropological theory introduces a radical constructivism that exposes the contingency and political 

implications of archaeological interpretation, which in turn can force reflexivity and open the 

interpretive field – but the epistemological, methodological, and ethical conditions of such a dialogue 

must be debated: 

-    How are coastal hunter-gatherer societies constructed across the archaeological and 

anthropological academic fields? 

-    How has the development of archaeological science impacted this discourse? What does the 

‘meaningful integration’ of archaeological science and anthropological theory mean in the context of 

hunter-gatherer studies? 

-    What are the epistemological and ethical implications of (not) working with contemporary coastal 

hunter-gatherer groups? 

-    What do our constructions of coastal hunter-gatherer groups, past and present, tell us about our 

own values? Does contemporary archaeology facilitate the Othering process? 

-    How can high-resolution data and anthropological data dispute/inform the construction of time as 

adopted by utilitarian/evolutionary archaeology? 
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-    Does the archaeology of coastal hunter-gatherers need to 

press the “reset” button in terms of questions of ontology, 

epistemology, and ethics? 
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